Rory Robertson
9 May 2016

Letter re scientific fraud at Sydney University, taxpayers defrauded by Group of Eight
On 9 May 2016, at 8:03 AM, rory robertson <strathburnstation@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear University of Sydney Senior Executive Group, management of the Group of Eight, and a
range of observers including journalists,
http://sydney.edu.au/senior_executive_group/about/membership/
https://go8.edu.au/page/go8-board
I received no reply, so ahead of this week's formal SEG meeting, and discussions in the Group of Eight, I am writing to
inquire whether Dr Michael Spence - currently Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sydney and Chair of the Group of Eight is responding properly to my latest letter (21 April) on the Australian Paradox scandal.
Here it is: http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Go8Chair-academicfreedom.pdf
To recap, my observation is that the University of Sydney is actively supporting scientific misconduct, and defrauding
taxpayers in the process.

1. Should the Group of Eight be in the business of defrauding taxpayers?
In this matter, Dr Michael Spence has explained that his main priority is "academic freedom" (p. 1 in link above), ignoring
the traditional need for competence and integrity in "peer reviewed" research, not to mention in formal university
Inquiries.
Among other things, I think it is unreasonable for Dr Spence to pretend it is of no importance that the University of
Sydney's Initial Inquiry Report blatantly "disappeared" my detailed evidence [in charts overleaf], thus "finding" no
research misconduct! (pp. 2-3 in the link above)
Academic freedom is a worthy notion, I agree, but Group of Eight marketing over recent years - used to drain billions of
dollars from taxpayers - promised the rest of us "excellence" in research.
For example, the following Go8 marketing document contains some 14 uses of the word
"excellence": https://go8.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/role-importanceofresearchunis.pdf
In particular, it claims: "...the research intensive universities are critical. The way in which they operate ensures the highest
possible standards of performance across a broad range of disciplines and helps set national standards of excellence".
Sorry, but as a taxpayer who took those promises of "excellence" seriously, I am concerned that the Group of Eight is in
the process of defrauding taxpayers on a massive scale.

2. Dr Spence's retraction policy is an unusual invention, out-of-sync with standard practice
My second concern is that hiding behind "academic freedom" to support faulty, pro-sugar Go8 research is reckless, given
that the influential Australian Paradox misinformation - used by industry to claim that sugar in modern doses is not a
problem - is helping to kill innocent Australians: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-12/scullion-says-sugar-is-killingremote-communities/7162974 ;http://www.srasanz.org/sras/news-media-faq/sras-articles/do-carbohydrates-causeweight-gain/ ; http://australianbeverages.org/for-consumers/soft-drink-tax-answer/
Letter continues on page 7
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KEY CHARTS: Data discontinued as unreliable by ABS after 1998-99, then faked by FAO to 2003

http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/22Slideshowaustraliangoestoparadoxcanberrafinal.pdf

FAO confirms that it invented conspicuous dead-end flat line, based on nothing real

Letter 4 in http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/FAOfalsifiedsugar.pdf
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Charles Perkins Centre’s graphic evidence of “consistent and substantial decline”, 1980-2010

http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/GraphicEvidence.pdf
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Charles Perkins Centre’s graphic evidence of “consistent and substantial decline”, 1980-2010
(continued)

http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/GraphicEvidence.pdf
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Charles Perkins Centre’s graphic evidence of “consistent and substantial decline”, 1980-2010
(continued)

http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/New-nonsense-based-sugarreport.pdf ;
http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/GraphicEvidence.pdf
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-12/scullion-says-sugar-is-killing-remote-communities/7162974

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/health-science/a-spoonful-of-sugar-is-not-so-bad/story-e6frg8y6-1226090126776
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Again, the obvious solution is the formal retraction of the extraordinarily faulty "peer reviewed"
paper: http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Harmful-misconduct-Charles-Perkins-Centre.pdf
Unfortunately, Dr Spence appears to be unaware how science is supposed to work, unaware that the formal retraction of
false "findings" - especially harmful false claims - from the scientific record is commonplace, pretty much standard
practice.
As a matter of fact, formal retractions in recent times have been flowing at a rate of 500 or more a year, or roughly two
per business day: http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/38743/title/Top-10-Retractions-of-2013/
Importantly, many retracted papers involve honest mistakes and/or persistent incompetence, not academic or criminal
misconduct. Indeed, honest scientists increasingly are retracting their own faulty papers - "self-retraction" - without the
need for persistent prodding by others, or decisive action from university management and/or funding
bodies: http://www.nature.com/news/set-up-a-self-retraction-system-for-honest-errors-1.19619
The University of Sydney's stated policy on fixing harmful misinformation - as advised by Dr Spence in his 20 April letter - is
out of sync with standard practice and modern values.
Instead of properly retracting false and harmful Go8 information that is damaging public health - whenever and wherever
it is found on the scientific record and/or in the public debate - Dr Spence, the Chair of the Group of Eight, has invented an
unusual policy whereby formal retraction supposedly is appropriate only in cases of "independently verified research
misconduct or unlawfulness": p. 1 of http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Go8Chair-academicfreedom.pdf
Whatever happened to the promised competence and integrity in research at Group of Eight universities, and the long
tradition of taxpayer-funded entities correcting false information that damages public health?
In any case, I note that research misconduct in the Australian Paradox matter was "independently verified" in 2012, by a
former Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of Australia: p. 35
http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/22Slideshowaustraliangoestoparadoxcanberrafinal.pdf
Moreover, many readers right here, right now will be able to "independently verify" that it was blatantly dishonest of
authors Professor Jennie Brand-Miller and Dr Alan Barclay in 2014 to formally advise research-integrity investigator
Professor Robert Clark AO that the FAO's sugar series for Australia is "robust and meaningful": (p. 58 of
86) http://sydney.edu.au/research/documents/australian-paradox-report-redacted.pdf
For goodness sake, after two years of media coverage, Barclay and Brand-Miller knew full well that the FAO series is
comprised of an ABS series discontinued as unreliable after 1998-99, with the FAO simply faking data to 2003 [see
charts on page 2, above] ; again, that fake series features the conspicuous flat line that remains at the centre of the
multi-year Australian Paradox fraud: pp. 2-3 http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Go8Chairacademicfreedom.pdf ; http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/2014-0209/5239418 ; http://www.smh.com.au/national/health/research-causes-stir-over-sugars-role-in-obesity-201203301w3e5.html ; http://www.smh.com.au/business/pesky-economist-wont-let-big-sugar-lie-2012072522pru.html ;http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/honi-soit-srgs.pdf
Readers, I have repeatedly provided Dr Spence and the University of Sydney Academic Board with a "laundry list" of the
authors' false claims in the Australian Paradox fraud: pp. 14-21
http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/GraphicEvidence.pdf
In my opinion, the only reasonable approach is to retract the false Australian Paradox "finding" - "an inverse relationship"
between sugar consumption and obesity (and thus obesity-related maladies including type 2 diabetes) - that is helping to
kill innocent Australians, then conduct a credible research-integrity Inquiry that does not (again) simply "vanish" adverse
evidence before concluding that everything is fine: pp. 2-3 http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Go8Chairacademicfreedom.pdf
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3. Urgent need to fix this mess, as media scrutiny grows
Readers, I trust that those in the Senior Executive Group of the University of Sydney, the Vice Chancellors of the Group of
Eight and others addressed in this letter - most of whom know right from wrong - are advising Dr Michael Spence that he
must do the right thing before this growing scandal becomes a crisis for both the University of Sydney and the Group of
Eight.
Importantly, the facts will remain the facts no matter how long they are buried or ignored. I predict that growing media
scrutiny of this scandal will be a never-ending problem for those who continue to support harmful false information on the
scientific record and in the public debate.
Those with influence listed above, please help Dr Spence - the Chair of the Group of Eight - to do the right thing before
media exposure of this matter begins to damage your credibility and careers.
Of course, if you think anything I have written on the Group of Eight's Australian Paradox scandal is factually incorrect or
otherwise unreasonable, I stand ready to respond properly to your concerns.
Regards,
Rory

--

rory robertson
economist and former-fattie
https://twitter.com/OzParadoxdotcom
ABC TV Lateline re Australian Paradox scandal: http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2015/s4442720.htm
RR on how FAO faked Australian sugar data - and early days of USyd incompetence morphing into blatant scientific
fraud - via ABC Radio National: (from minute
19:00) http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/2014/02/bbg_20140209_0805.mp3 ; http://www.abc.net.au/radionatio
nal/programs/backgroundbriefing/2014-02-09/5239418 ; http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/FAOfalsifiedsugar.pdf
Letter to USyd requesting formal retraction of Charles Perkins Centre's Australian
Paradox paper: http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Harmful-misconduct-Charles-Perkins-Centre.pdf
RR to-and-fro with USyd VC and Chair Go8 Dr Michael Spence, with RR highlighting what appears to be blatant scientific
fraud by USyd, and USyd & Go8 management defrauding taxpayers on a massive
scale: http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/Go8Chair-academicfreedom.pdf
Tragically, USyd Charles Perkins Centre researchers are falsely exonerating as harmless the substance that's promoting
early death for many in mobs Charlie fought hard to protect:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-12/scullion-says-sugar-is-killing-remote-communities/7162974
http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/diabetes.pdf
http://www.foodpolitics.com/2016/03/sugar-in-australia-its-better-for-you/
http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/1923-Medicine-Textbook.pdf
pp.12-16 http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/obesitysummit.pdf
http://www.smh.com.au/national/university-sets-up-500m-centre-for-obesity-research-20130724-2qjq8.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErTPE7astOM
Want to stop trends in your family and friends towards obesity, type 2 diabetes, heart disease and various
cancers? Stop eating and drinking
sugar: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDaYa0AB8TQ&feature=youtu.be ; http://www.peterbrukner.com/wpcontent/uploads/2014/08/All-you-need-to-know-about-LCHF1.pdf
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Evidence from 26 doctors on why low-carbohydrate, high-fat (LCHF) diets MUST become standard treatment for obesity
and type 2 diabetes (aka metabolic syndrome): http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0899900714003323
A life in our times: Vale Alexander “Sandy” Robertson (19332015): http://www.australianparadox.com/pdf/AlecRobertson-born2oct33.pdf

Comments, criticisms, questions, compliments, whatever welcome at strathburnstation@gmail.com

www.strathburn.com
Strathburn Cattle Station is a proud partner of YALARI,
Australia's leading provider of quality boarding-school educations for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander teenagers. Check it out at http://www.strathburn.com/yalari.php

Sent: Senior Executive Group of University of Sydney and Go8 management
[michael.spence@sydney.edu.au] duncan.ivison@sydney.edu.au, stephen.garton@sydney.edu.au,
tyrone.carlin@sydney.edu.au, shane.houston@sydney.edu.au, anthony.masters@sydney.edu.au,
philippa.pattison@sydney.edu.au, tim.dolan@sydney.edu.au, Sara.Watts@syd.edu.au, anna.reid@sydney.edu.au,
architecture.dean@sydney.edu.au, sca.dean@sydney.edu.au, gregory.whitwell@sydney.edu.au,
john.shields@sydney.edu.au, engineering.dean@sydney.edu.au, david.lowe@sydney.edu.au, arts.dean@sydney.edu.au,
colm.harmon@sydney.edu.au, law.dean@sydney.edu.au, esw.dean@sydney.edu.au, fhsdepdean@sydney.edu.au,
dentistry.dean@sydney.edu.au, medicine.dean@sydney.edu.au, donna.waters@sydney.edu.au,
pharmacy.dean@sydney.edu.au, agriculture.dean@sydney.edu.au, dean.science@sydney.edu.au,
vetscience.dean@sydney.edu.au, geoffrey.clarke@sydney.edu.au, kathy.belov@sydney.edu.au,
richard.fisher@sydney.edu.au, rebecca.murray@sydney.edu.au, jane.oakeshott@sydney.edu.au,
laurent.rivory@sydney.edu.au, marian.theobald@sydney.edu.au, ben.wilson@sydney.edu.au
MANAGEMENT OF THE PRESTIGIOUS GROUP OF EIGHT UNIVERSITIES
Brian.Schmidt@anu.edu.au, Margaret.Harding@anu.edu.au, marnie.hughes-warrington@anu.edu.au,
vc@unimelb.edu.au, margaret.sheil@unimelb.edu.au, jamesm1@unimelb.edu.au, Margaret.Gardner@monash.edu,
kerrie.edwards@monash.edu, jane.mcloughlin@monash.edu, president@unsw.edu.au, l.field@unsw.edu.au,
m.crossley@unsw.edu.au, b.boyle@unsw.edu.au, vc@uq.edu.au, dvc.research@uq.edu.au, provost@uq.edu.au,
paul.johnson@uwa.edu.au, kent.anderson@uwa.edu.au, alec.cameron@uwa.edu.au, dvcr@uwa.edu.au, vicechancellor@adelaide.edu.au, pascale.quester@adelaide.edu.au, michael.brooks@adelaide.edu.au,
bruce.lines@adelaide.edu.au, Vicki.Thomson@go8.edu.au, Matt.Brown@go8.edu.au, Anita.Boz@go8.edu.au,
Alex.Kennedy@go8.edu.au, Lachlan.Murdoch@go8.edu.au, Sally.Nimon@go8.edu.au, Felix.Pirie@go8.edu.au,
admin@go8.edu.au, Fuafolau.Tuipeatau@go8.edu.au

CC’ed: NHMRC, ARC, University of Sydney Academic Board and outside observers
NATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
Anne.Kelso@nhmrc.gov.au, Tony.Kingdon@nhmrc.gov.au, Tony.Willis@nhmrc.gov.au,
Samantha.Robertson@nhmrc.gov.au, Alan.Singh@nhmrc.gov.au, Tony.Krizan@nhmrc.gov.au,
Sarah.Byrne@nhmrc.gov.au, nhmrc@nhmrc.gov.au

10
AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH COUNCIL
Aidan.Byrne@arc.gov.au, ceo@arc.gov.au, era@arc.gov.au, Leanne.Harvey@arc.gov.au, Fiona.Cameron@arc.gov.au,
Dennis.DelFavero@arc.gov.au, Clive.Baldock@arc.gov.au, Sarah.Howard@arc.gov.au, Marcus.Nicol@arc.gov.au
ACADEMIC BOARD
chair.academicboard@sydney.edu.au, vice.chancellor@sydney.edu.au, vc.admin@sydney.edu.au,
dvc.provost@sydney.edu.au, alex.mcbratney@sydney.edu.au, barbara.caine@sydney.edu.au,
archie.johnston@sydney.edu.au, kathryn.refshauge@sydney.edu.au, joellen.riley@sydney.edu.au,
ann.brewer@sydney.edu.au, anne.bell@sydney.edu.au, president@src.usyd.edu.au, vice.president@src.usyd.edu.au,
general.secretary@src.usyd.edu.au, secretary.council@src.usyd.edu.au, education.officer@src.usyd.edu.au,
womens.officers@src.usyd.edu.au, president@supra.usyd.edu.au, vp_policy@supra.usyd.edu.au,
tina.bell@sydney.edu.au, thomas.bishop@sydney.edu.au, robyn.mcconchie@sydney.edu.au,
balwant.singh@sydney.edu.au, wendy.davis@sydney.edu.au, nicole.gurran@sydney.edu.au,
sandra.loschke@sydney.edu.au, frances.dilauro@sydney.edu.au, nerida.jarkey@sydney.edu.au,
susan.park@sydney.edu.au, rebecca.suter@sydney.edu.au, g.white@sydney.edu.au, jinlong.gao@sydney.edu.au,
tania.gerzina@sydney.edu.au, lucy.michaelewska@sydney.edu.au, patty.kamvounias@sydney.edu.au,
eric.knight@sydney.edu.au, susan.mcgrath-champ@sydney.edu.au, maurice.peat@sydney.edu.au, mary.suttonbrady@sydney.edu.au, tim.allender@sydney.edu.au, judy.anderson@sydney.edu.au, js.curwood@sydney.edu.au,
ilektra.spandagou@sydney.edu.au, douglass.auld@sydney.edu.au, alan.fekete@sydney.edu.au,
chengwang.lei@sydney.edu.au, marjorie.valix@sydney.edu.au, patrick.brennan@sydney.edu.au,
anne.honey@sydney.edu.au, mark.mcentee@sydney.edu.au, rhonda.orr@sydney.edu.au,
roger.stancliffe@sydney.edu.au, emily.crawford@sydney.edu.au, penelope.crossley@sydney.edu.au,
jamie.glister@sydney.edu.au, greg.tolhurst@sydney.edu.au, rachel.codd@sydney.edu.au,
manuel.graeber@sydney.edu.au, inam.haq@sydney.edu.au, lenka.munoz@sydney.edu.au,
jacqueline.bloomfield@sydney.edu.au, tom.buckley@sydney.edu.au, robyn.gallagher@sydney.edu.au,
thomas.balle@sydney.edu.au, thomas.grewal@sydney.edu.au, jane.hanrahan@sydney.edu.au,
carl.schneider@sydney.edu.au, helen.agus@sydney.edu.au, david.easdown@sydney.edu.au,
john.obyrne@sydney.edu.au, jenny.saleeba@sydney.edu.au, charlotte.taylor@sydney.edu.au, ann.elias@sydney.edu.au,
oliver.smith@sydney.edu.au, justin.trendall@sydney.edu.au, alan.maddox@sydney.edu.au,
neal.peresdacosta@sydney.edu.au, jennifer.rowley@sydney.edu.au, alex.chaves@sydney.edu.au,
david.emery@sydney.edu.au, claire.wade@sydney.edu.au, peter.white@sydney.edu.au

BCC’ed: Journalists and other observers

